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Narrated Anas bin Malik: "The people of Mecca asked Allah's Apostle to show them amiracle. So he

showed them the moon split in two halves between which they saw the Hiram' mountain. (Trandlation of
Sahih Bukhari, Merits of the Helpersin Madinah (Ansaar), Volume 5, Book 58, Number 208)"

Narrated 'Abdullah: "The moon was split ( into two pieces ) while we were with the Prophet in Mina. He
said, "Bewitnesses." Then a Piece of the moon went towards the mountain. (Trandation of Sahih Bukhari,
Merits of the Helpersin Madinah (Ansaar), Volume 5, Book 58, Number 209)" 3oifw |
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UNCLAS STATE 056309

FOLLOWING REPEAT SENT ACTION ALL EAST ASIAN AND PACIFIC
DIPLOMATIC POSTS DID MAR 02.

QUOTE: UNCLAS STATE 056309
E.O. 12356: N/A
TAGS: PREL, PGOV, US, ID

SUBJECT: ALLEGED CONVERSION OF ENIL ARMSTRONG TO
ISLAM

REF: JAKARTA 3081 AND 2374 (NOT ..)

1. Former astronaut Neil Armstrong, now in private business, has been the
subject of press reports in Egypt, Maaysia and Indonesia (and perhaps
elsewhere) alleging his conversion to Islam during his landing on the moon in
1969. As a result of such reports, Armstrong has received communications
from individuals and religious organizations, and a feeler from at least one
government, about his possible participation in Islamic activities.

2. While stressing his strong desire not to offend anyone or show disrespect for
any religion, Armstrong has advised department that reports of his conversion



http://ourislamonline.tripod.com/139201e0.png

JEaAr e 8 i - karo A THTH? TeT TR 97 e T 9ot

to Islam are inaccurate.

3. If post receive queries on this matter, Armstrong requests that they politely
but firmly inform querying party that he has not converted to Islam and has
no current plans or desire to travel overseas to participate in Islamic
religious activities.

(R) aFT P eroE i /e @3 i Ta G 9T AoF goffegve
43T 3 fSfema @3 9T At B |

NEIL A. ARMSTRONG

LEBANON, OHIO 45036

July 14, 1983

Mr. Phil Parshall

Director, Asian Research Center

International Christian

Fellowship 29524 Bobrich

Livonia, Michigan 48152

Dear Mr. Parshall:

Mr. Armstrong has asked me to reply to your letter and to thank you for the
courtesy of your inquiry. The reports of his conversion to Islam and of
hearing the voice of Adzan on the moon and elsewhere are all untrue.
Severa publications in Malaysia, Indonesia and other countries have published
these reports without verification. We apologize for any inconvenience that this
incompetent journalism may have caused you.

Subsequently, Mr. Armstrong agreed to participate in a telephone interview,

reiterating his reaction to these stories. | am enclosing copies of the United
States State Department's communications prior to and after that interview.
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Sincerely
Vivian White

Administrative Aide
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A MUSLIM OVER THE MOON?

"Arabia" is by far the superior newsmagazine regarding what is going on in the
Muslim world today. Your reporting is extremely thorough and seeks to be as
objective as possible. Your willingness to criticize political policies as well as
religious happenings in the Muslim world is refreshing. As an American |
would feel your slant on the West is basically fair. It would be most helpful if
you would dispel a misconception prevalent in aimost all Muslim countries.
From Morocco to the Philippines it is commonly believed that Neil Armstrong
heard the Azan on the moon, converted to Islam and is now engaged in the full-
time propagation of the Muslim faith.

The US State Department has issued a memo saying that the story about
Armstrong's conversion was untrue. The memo said "While stressing his strong
desire not to offend anyone or show disrespect for any religion, Armstrong has
advised department that reports of his conversion to Islam are inaccurate." The
memo further says, "if post receives queries on this matter, Armstrong requests
that they politely but firmly inform querying party that he has not converted to
Islam and has no current plans or desires to travel overseas to participate in
Islamic religious activities.”

N.B. The memo was sent to all our diplomatic and consular posts.

Dr Phil Parshall

Director, Asian Research Centre Manila, Philippines
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“Armstrong, 75, aso denied he had heard the Muslim call to prayer on the
moon and had converted to Islam”.
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(5) http://ourislamonline.tripod.com/neil statementdeptt.htm

() http://www.wikiislam.com/wiki/Neil Armstrong

(o) http://www.answering-islam.org/Hoaxes/neil.html
(8)
http://www.thestar.com.my/news/story.asp?file=/2005/9/7/nation/11971532& sec=nation
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