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‘This property of autonomy, or self-determination, seems to touch

on the most enigmatic aspect that distinguishes living from non-
living things, but it is hard to know where it comes from. What
physical properties of living organisms confer autonomy upon

them? Nobody knows.’
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‘Much of the thinking on the subject of how life began has been
channeled, for example by mythological concepts. Even scientists,
including those living in an officially atheistic state, such as Oparin’s
Soviet Union, appear to be influenced by thinking of the past.’
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