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711 f$f 2008 e =741 The Ancestor's Tale 329 a2 ® ‘| have now learned
something so shocking that | am still reluctant to believe it, but it looks as though
| am going to have to. Hippo's closest living relatives are whales.... Whales are
wonders of the world. They include the largest organisms that have ever
moved.... All this supposes that we believe the testimony of the molecules. What
do fossils say? To my initial surprise, the new theory fits quite nicely"
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A} Elomeryx Etamreryx was a hippo-like
i artiodactyl resembling the
probable ancestor of
cetaceans.

Ambulocetus lived in shallow
waters and used its legs for
swimming. The digits end in
small hooves, like those of
artiodactyls.

Radhocetus also swarm with

its hind legs. The pelvis was

weak and could net support
the animal on land.

Dorudan was fully aguatic,
using the tail for propulsion,
The pelvis was disconnected
from the vertebral column
and the hindlimb barely
projected from the body.
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“Pelvis and hindlimb

The madern harbor porpoise
has no residual hindlimb
bones.

(1) Phococua
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