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The Indo-Chinese states are puppet states, French principalities with great resources but as
typical examples of empire and colonialism as can be fond anywhere. To check the southern
drive of Communism makes sense but not only through reliance on the force of arms. The task
is, rather, to build strong native non-Communist sentiment within these areas and rely on that as
a spearhead of defense. To do this apart from and in defiance of innately nationalistic aims spells
foredoomed failure.
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Vietnam represents the cornerstone of the Free World in Southeast Asia, the keystone to the
arch, the finger in the dike
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Today we are committed to a worldwide struggle to promote and protect the rights of all who
wish to be free. And when Americans are sent to Viet-Nam or West Berlin, we do not ask for
whites only. It ought to be possible, therefore, for American students of any color to attend any
public institution they select without having to be backed up by troops.
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"Now, we have been able to hold this line against this internal subversion by the Communists, as
well as the external threat of military mvasion, because for many years the United States has
assisted these countries in meeting their own problems. We are assisting the people of
Viet-Nam. We are assisting countries in Latin America which are faced with staggering
problems. If we stop helping them, they will become ripe for internal subversion and a
Communist takeover"-Kenedy
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Viet-Nam would collapse instantaneously if it were not for United States assistance
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