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We are inescapably the result of a long heritage of learning, adaptation, mutation and
evolution, the product of a history which predates our birth as a biological species and
stretches back over many thousand millennia.... Darwin’s theory, which is now
accepted without dissent, is the cornerstone of modern biology. Our own links with
the simplest forms of microbial life are well-nigh proven.
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Although the monkey/Shakespeare model is useful for explaining the distinction between
single-step selection and cumulative selection, it is misleading in important ways. One of
these is that, in each generation of selective ‘breeding’, the mutant ‘progeny’ phrases
were judged according to the criterion of resemblance to a distant ideal target, the phrase
METHINKS IT IS LIKE A WEASEL. Life isn’t like that. Evolution has no long-term
goal. There is no long-distance target, no final perfection to serve as a criterion for
selection, although human vanity cherishes the absurd notion that our species is the final
goal of evolution. In real life, the criterion for selection is always short-term, either
simple survival or, more generally, reproductive success.
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The results were stunning: The official representative of intelligent design community was
outperformed by evolutionary algorithm, thus learning Orgel’s Second Law- ‘Evolution is smarter
than you are’- the hard way.
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