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The new atheists firmly assert that the personal, abrahamic God is a scientific hypothesis
that can be tested by the standard method of science. And we have seen that it has failed
the test.
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On the one hand, miracle stories and the promise of life after death are used to impress simple people, win converts, and swell
congregations. It is precisely their scientific power that gives these stories their popular appeal. But at the same time it is
considered below the belt to subject the same stories to the ordinary rigors of scientific criticism: these are religious matters and
therefore outside the domain of science. But you cannot have it both ways. At least, religious theorists and apologists should not
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unaccountably ready to let them.’
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