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Atheism is characterized by an absence of belief in the
existence of gods. This absence of belief generally comes about
either through deliberate choice, or from an inherent inability to
believe religious teachings which seem literaly incredible. It is
not a lack of belief born out of simple ignorance of religious
teachings.
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When we examine the components of the word ‘atheism,’ we
can see this distinction more clearly. The word is made up of 'a
*and '-theism.' Theism, we will all agree, isabelief in a God or
gods. The prefix 'a' can mean 'not' (or 'no’) or ‘without." If it
means 'not,' then we have as an atheist someone who is not a



theist (i.e., someone who does not have a belief in a God or
gods). If it means 'without,' then an atheist is someone without
theism, or without a belief in God. (Atheism and Rationalism,
p. 3. Prometheus, 1980)
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"Atheism: A Philosophical Justification” 32w Jte=, ‘According to its

Greek roots, then, atheism is a negative view, characterized by the absence

of belief in God.” (*Atheism: A Philosophical Justification”, p. 463., Temple University
Press, 1990)
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The burden of proof is always on the person asserting
something. Shifting the burden of proof is the fallacy of putting
the burden of proof on the person who denies or questions the
assertion. The source of the fallacy is the assumption that

something is true unless proven otherwise. (Ref: The Atheism Web,
Logic & Fallacies)
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"If | were asked to prove that Zeus and Poseidon and Hera and
the rest of the Olympians do not exist, | should be at a loss to
find conclusive arguments "
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